2025-2026 Festive Lighting Operating Hours (4:00pm—12:00am)
1. Introduction

This report outlines the rationale for setting the operating hours of Frodsham’s festive
lighting to 4:00pm to 12:00am throughout the festive period. These timings were agreed
unanimously at the Amenities & Planning Committee Meeting held 8/12/2025. It also
provides context regarding national requirements for unmetered electricity usage, recent
upgrades undertaken by Frodsham Town Council, and alignment with practices adopted by
neighbouring town and parish councils.

2. National Changes to Utility Charging and Unmetered Supply Registration

From 2025, town and parish councils across England are being charged for the use of utilities
apparatus and equipment for the first time in relation to festive lighting installations. This
change introduces additional electricity-related costs that were not previously incurred.

Councils are obliged to register for an unmetered supply, providing detailed information that
includes:

o Total wattage of all festive lighting units

e Number of units installed

¢ Dates during which the lights will operate
¢ Daily operating hours

The electricity charge is calculated directly against the operational schedule provided. As a
result, it is essential that the stated hours of operation remain proportionate, justified, and
aligned with best practice so that the Council is not exposed to unnecessary or excessive
energy costs.

3. Recent Investment in Festive Lighting Infrastructure

Frodsham Town Council has recently undertaken a significant upgrade of its festive lighting
infrastructure:

e Phase 1: Replacement and modernisation of festive lighting along Main Street was
completed in 2024.

e Phase 2: Installation of upgraded festive lighting on Church Street is scheduled for
completion before October 2026, ensuring full replacement of the Council’s festive
lighting stock.

The new lighting systems are energy-efficient and compatible with timed control units,
enabling the Council to manage electricity usage more accurately and responsibly.

4. Introduction of Timer-Controlled Operation

For the first time, the operation of Frodsham’s festive lighting is controlled using
programmable timers. This provides several benefits:

e Ensures lights operate only during agreed hours
¢ Removes inconsistency created by previous manual or photocell-based systems
o Allows precise reporting to utility providers for unmetered supply purposes

o Supports sustainability objectives by avoiding unnecessary daytime operation



5. Justification for Operating Hours: 4:00pm-12:00am
The hours selected are based on practical, environmental, and community considerations:
5.1 Visibility and Public Benefit

Festive lights are only visually effective during hours of darkness.
By 4:00pm, daylight levels in winter are low enough for the lights to be clearly visible,
ensuring maximum community enjoyment.

Operating beyond midnight provides minimal additional benefit, as footfall and town centre
activity are typically very low after this time.

5.2 Environmental Responsibility
Limiting hours to 4:00pm—12:00am helps:
e Reduce unnecessary energy consumption
¢ Minimise carbon impact
e Prolong the lifespan of lighting equipment
These principles support the Council’s broader sustainability commitments.
5.3 Compliance with Unmetered Supply Requirements

Under new charging rules, longer operating hours directly increase costs.
The 4:00pm-12:00am schedule strikes a balance between providing a high-quality festive
display and controlling energy usage to avoid undue financial burden.

5.4 Consistency with Local and Regional Practice

The chosen hours align with operating times used successfully by neighbouring councils,
including:

¢ Helsby Parish Council
¢ Northwich Town Council
¢ Winsford Town Council

Using comparable hours ensures Frodsham’s approach is proportionate, reasonable, and in
keeping with recognised regional practice.

6. Conclusion

The operating schedule of 4:00pm to 12:00am represents a responsible, justified, and
community-focused approach to festive lighting in Frodsham. It:

o Reflects new national requirements for charging and unmetered electricity
registration

e Makes full use of upgraded lighting infrastructure

e Ensures lights operate during hours of maximum public benefit
e Minimises environmental impact

e Controls costs to the taxpayer

o Aligns with practices adopted by neighbouring councils

This schedule will continue to be reviewed annually to ensure it remains appropriate,
sustainable, and financially sound.



